
                                                     

  

 
 

York Graduate Research School 

Awards and Funding Sub-Committee 
 

Monday 17 February 2020, 11:00am 

 

H/G19, Heslington Hall 

  

MINUTES 

 

Present:  Prof T Stoneham (TS, Chair, Dean of YGRS) 

    Dr K Allen (KA, HRC Deputy Director, on behalf of Prof R Ogden) 

 Dr R Grant (RG, Planning Officer for Sciences) 

 Mrs A Grey (AG, Research Strategy and Policy Manager) 

 Prof S Thompson (ST, Associate Dean for Research in Sciences) 

 

 

In attendance:  Miss G Kirk (GK, Secretary, Research Student Administration) 

 

 

 

Category I 

 

 

19-20/08 Welcome and apologies 

 

The Chair welcomed the Committee and apologies were noted from Prof D Smith (DS, PVC for 

Research), Prof Y Birks (YB, Associate Dean for Research in Social Sciences) and Prof R Ogden 

(RO, Associate Dean for Research in Arts and Humanities and Director of the HRC). 

   

  

19-20/09 Minutes from last meeting 

 

  The Minutes from November’s meeting were approved as an accurate record. 

 

 

19-20/10 Matters arising 

 

a) PGRO fees: Paper & Minute from International Committee: 

 

The Chair shared the Paper & Minute on PGRO fees from the International Committee meeting in 

late January for information, given previous AFSC discussions on the issues around PGRO fee 

waivers. 

 



                                                     

  

There remains reluctance to change the process on Finance’s part, in spite of it resulting in around 

£200k per year in taxation to departments, but work is continuing in this area. Another theme that 

arose from the discussion was the lack of clarity around why departments are offering fee waivers 

and further analysis will be conducted in this area to enable cost-benefit analysis of York’s 

scholarship offerings. There was also discussion around coordinating the marketing of PGRO 

scholarships to improve consistency and transparency of offerings across departments.  

 

ACTION: The Chair and ST to work on a PGRO fees proposal for criteria, sign off and 

financial reporting. 

 

 

b) Process for Leverhulme  

 

There have been 11 expressions of interest for the Leverhulme Doctoral Scheme: seven from PIs 

in Sciences, three from PIs in Social Sciences and one PI in Arts and Humanities. A meeting is 

being held in the coming week to narrow down the shortlist to three or four who will be invited to 

give presentations in March, where a panel will be assessing each proposal against the 

Leverhulme criteria ahead of choosing the one to put forward as an institutional application. 

 

 

 

19-20/11 Chair’s actions 

  

 

Ref. Date 
agreed: 

Staff 
member / 
department 

Application details / project title Support agreed Expected 
start 

AFSC
19-
20/11/
01 

Aug 
2019 

Najma 
Siddiqi / 
Health 
Sciences 

Original ref:  AFSC18-19/25/08: 
Round 2 NIHR call 
 
Update: Recommended for 
funding.  

RDF: 1 x PhD 
studentship 
It is hoped dept will 
match with 1 x 
studentship also. 

TBC 

AFSC
19-
20/11/
02 

Dec 
2019 

Kamran 
Siddiqi / 
Health 
Sciences 

NIHR Multimorbidity call RIGHT 3 RDF: PhD fee waivers 
for 2-3 LMIC based 
researchers 

TBC 

 

 

 

19-20/12 Report on Acton-Goodman scholarships  

 

The Chair reported these are one-off fully funded scholarships from a University donation in the 

form of two PhD studentships. One is open to any department and one is to be allocated to a 

student under the Morrell Centre. There were 11 nominations from departments. 

 

One student, Haleema Alaydi, is on the new PhD in English and Creative Writing and the other, 

Charlie Tye, is on a PhD in Law. 

 

As a consequence of these awards, a model has been created with OPPA so now they know the 

process. 

 



                                                     

  

19-20/13 YGRS Overseas Research Scholarships  

 

Update on the 2020/21 competition: 

 

GK reported that the deadline for applicants to indicate they wished to be considered for these 

awards was the end of January, so applicants are currently under departmental consideration. 

Departments have until 28 February to submit their one nominee and supporting statement. 

 

GK confirmed that the anonymised breakdown of marks from the 2019/20 competition was 

circulated to departments so they could see where their candidate came in the ranked list. 

 

 Panel members are being sought from across the three faculties for the scoring and ranking of the 

2020/21 candidates next month. 

 

 

19-20/14 YGRS Conference Fund  

 

Update on December spend: 

 

GK noted that there were 11 applications with £5,400k awarded, leaving around half the budget left 

for the May round, given some awards will be pushed to next year’s budget, if the related events 

are taking place in the next financial year. 

 

ST asked if students are limited to a certain number of applications. It was confirmed that there are 

no limits but they are deprioritised if they have previously applied. 

 

A question arose in the last round of a student receiving a £1,000 bursary and were they eligible for 

this fund. The answer was yes, as it is more a question of whether they have had any ‘significant’ 

funding from elsewhere. 

 

TS asked if the Committee is content to continue the process in the current way, which they are. 

  

ACTION: RSA to promote the Conference Fund scheme further through various channels. 

 

 

19-20/15 Faculties update 

 

  Arts and Humanities: 

 

WRoCAH: 

 

KA noted there was a dip in York’s success rate in WRoCAH last year, which they are looking to 

evaluate and take away any learning from. An issue may be that York does not have anyone 

overseeing the whole process for York. At least, it is unclear which group of people have oversight 

of this as the process is essentially devolved to departments.  

 

Wolfson Foundation scholarships: 

 

The successful candidates have been recently selected following the usual three-part process, 

which RSA will look to redevelop next year, should renewed funding be received. York’s 

nominations will now be sent to the Wolfson Foundation for formal approval before the candidates 

can be sent formal offers. It does not look like the University will be match-funding a fourth 



                                                     

  

scholarship for this cohort. 

 

 

Sciences: 

 

The Fusion CDT has been successful. EPSRC announced that there will be more funding 

immediately for Maths, to the tune of £186k for this year or next, which must be for 4-year PhDs. 

They are also relaxing 10% eligibility to 50%. 

 

EPSRC are doing a big review and reporting is getting more and more stringent. TS is attending 

FRG this week. There are two CDTs in the midst of recruiting. ST reported there is a spike in the 

international student fees issue in that the EPSRC allows PGRO students into their CDTs and 

DTPs but they only cover the Home rate fee. 

 

Social Sciences: 

 

The ESRC has commissioned a review into the future of the Social Sciences project. York won, 

under Paul Wakeling. There will be a report in December which will inform the new DTP bid. The 

new DTP bid could be as early as 20/21. 

 

York is underperforming in the ESRC DTP also. There is a new Director in place who has also 

been in touch about what we can do to improve this and engagement with the DTP. In particular, 

there were no collaborative awards in the current competition.   

 

ACTION: TS suggested KA talk with YB, given the similar issues encountered last academic 

year. 

   

 

19-20/16 Scholarship budget update 

 

  No changes since the last meeting. 

 

   

19-20/17 Any other business 

   

  No other business was raised. 

 

   

19-20/18 Date of next meeting  

 

Friday 22 May 2020, 9.00-10.30am, H/G19 (Heslington Hall) 


